
ing of it through his art.
Earl Thollander was born 

in 1923. It is hard to imag-
ine all that he accomplished, 

all that he was able to give 
back to the world he loved 

As you may recall, the Annual 
Christmas Bazaar was not held at the 
fairgrounds in December. 

Instead, the Calistoga Art Center 
organized a smaller bazaar which went 
beautifully. There was a coziness and 
informality to the setup that appealed 
to all the participants. 

Well done, Art Center! 

Many visitors braved the rainy day 
to come see what was being offered at 
the many festive booths. 

We sold all our wreaths and did 
well on the kitchen towels, mice, etc. 
A table was set up in the museum 
where the remaining towels and mice 
and miscellany were available to visi-
tors. A word about the ever popular 

hand embroidered tea towels. We had 
more this year than ever before and 
at $10.00 a piece they added a lot to 
our booth’s profit. Anyone interested 
in embroidering towels for next year, 
please contact me at 707-942-6768. 

There is a possibility that we may 

It would be impossible 
to show every piece of 
his work, but our upcom-
ing exhibit will give you a 
sampling of the life and art 
of Earl Thollander. 

Hosted by his family, 
wife Janet, children Wes 
(Lauren) and Kristie, you 
will have the opportunity to 
take a walk in his shoes and 
experience his life one piece 
at a time.

During his career he il-
lustrated over 62 children’s, 
cooking and travel books. 
He produced at least 60 
one-man showings and par-
ticipated in countless group 
and invitational shows. This 
tireless productivity and 
focus are a tribute to his 
insatiable curiosity, love of 
learning, life and the record-

New exhibit oN earl thollaNder to opeN may  8

Recording Life through Art 

The Sharpsteen Museum hosts the year’s first new 
exhibit, “Earl Thollander: Recording Life Through Art” 
which opens May  8.

See MESSAGE pg 2

See BAZAAR pg 2

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

2020 plans 
are deep 
and many!

Here we go again! 
Thanks to all of you, we 
are able to say, “Welcome 
to 2020.”

Our plans for the year 
are deep but with any 
luck you will be able to 
attend or participate in 
any or all of them. 

Two “Meet the Au-
thor” events are sched-
uled, one being Todd 
Shulman and his second 
volume of “Murder and 
Mayhem in the Napa 
Valley.” Evening speak-
ers include directors of 
the Gold Nugget Museum 
which was lost in the 
Paradise fire, and the an-
nual Instant Wine Cellar 

See THOLLANDER pg 3
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Popular embroidered towels best seller at Christmas Bazaar booth



in August is already ramp-
ing up to be even better than 
2019 which is a hard act to 
follow.

We’ll host another 
Antique Road Show (so 
get your items ready), our 
morning coffee speakers 
will be returning and the 
Summer Children’s Pro-
gram returns with weeks 
full of magicians, musicians 
& puppeteers. New special 
exhibits are planned, the 
first opening May 8, a col-

lection of the life’s work of 
artist Earl Thollander (see 
article), and you name it and 
we will do our best to make 
it possible. 

While we have your 
attention, if you have any 
ideas for speakers or events 
you would like to see, send 
us a message through our 
web site. 

If there are any books 
you would like to read, new 
items in our Gift Shoppe, 
simply let us know. We are 
here to serve you, so sug-
gestions are always wel-
come.

Our search for more 
volunteers is unending as 
I am sure you understand. 
Docents, committee mem-
bers and chairs, volunteers 
for special events, give us 
a call or better yet, send 
us a message and we will 
respond. 

We want to take advan-
tage of you and your talents, 
so please let us know how 
you would like to be in-
volved. Giant thumbs up for 
a successful and prosperous 
new year for all.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SHARPSTEEN MUSEUM
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BAZAAR  
Continued from page 1

Tea towels continue to be 
one of our best sellers.

Christine Amey
Bev Barnes
Kathy Bazzoli
Gwen Becker
Jane Bennett
Ray Branstetter
Judith Cornils
Al Derrick
Donna Dill

Claire Flickinger
Lorne Glaim
Marilyn Glaim
Pat Haynes
Gisela Huesmann
Jackie Lang
Pat Larsen
John Loschmann
Barbara Maxfield

Jo Ellen Noble
John Rickman
Ellie Robinson
Anne Scott
Lauren Thollander
Bill Thomas
Rita Tucker
Wendy Watson
Jeanie Williams
Ron Yost

BEST OF THE BEST
Team Docent for Nov - Dec

Calendar
2020

     The Sharpsteen Mu-
seum Foundation Board 
(SMF) meets at 5:30 
p.m. the first Wednesday 
of the month, and the 
Sharpsteen Museum As-
sociation Board (SMA) 
meets at 10 a.m. the 
second Wednesday of the 
month. Both meetings 
are held at the Museum 
House, 1317 Washington 
St. Both meetings are 
open to SMA members.

1311 Washington St., P.O. Box 573
Calistoga, CA  94515
Tel: (707) 942-5911

Email: info@sharpsteenmuseum.org
Museum House Tel: 942-5916
Museum Hours: 11 am-4 pm daily, 
except Thanksgiving and Christmas.

BOARD MEMBERS:
Alan Rogers: President
Kathy Bazzoli: First VP
Marcia  Ciarlo: Second VP
Peggy Berlin: Recording Secretary
Barbara Lencioni: Treasurer
Jane Bennett: Docent Chair
Jackie Lang: Education Chair
Bev Barnes: Collections Chair
Pat Larsen: Ways & Means Chair
Editor: Shari Hanson

MISSION STATEMENT: 
The Museum’s mission is to preserve 
and to provide for public exhibitions 
and study of the history of the com-

munity of Calistoga and the 
upper Napa Valley.

Welcome New 
Museum
Members 

Individual

Katie Pratt
Doug & Lamar Webb

Business

Rock & Sons

In Memorium

Helen Ark
Betty Cumpston
John Merchant

Memorial Gifts

Shirley Blomquist in 
memory of Sylvia Marciano

 
Virginia Dooley in memory 

of Sylvia Marciano

Alan Rogers & Dina 
Corcoran in memory 
of Sylvia Marciano

Alan Rogers & Dina 
Corcoran in memory 

of Sandy Herlihy

Karen Herlihy Hertz in 
memory of Sandy Herlihy 

MESSAGE  
Continued from page 1

Gold Star Awards 
Docents working the most shifts:
 
10 shifts – Wendy Watson
9 shifs – Judith Cornils
8 shifts – Gwen Becker, Lauren Thollander
7 shifts – Marilyn Glaim, Pat Larsen
6 shifts – Christine Amey, Jane Bennett, Lorne Glaim, 
John Loschmann
5 shifts – Bill Thomas, Ron Yost

sell the towels year round in 
the Gift Shoppe, in which 
case we will need a good 
supply! 



within a mere 78 years, but 
we suppose that is why God 
created heroes.

By 1964, Earl and his 
family had acquired a coun-
try home in Knights Valley, 
making it a permanent resi-
dence in 1969. He became, 
and remains, famous for his 
many pen and ink draw-
ings of Mt. St. Helena, our 
vineyards and structures 
throughout Calistoga and the 
Valley.

Once asked how felt 
about his life here, he re-
sponded: 

“I am inspired and 
charmed by the life which 
surrounds me where I live. 
It could be an unusual sky 
of billowing clouds or bright 
sunlight shining through a 
break in them; fog’s mys-
terious blanket of softness, 
or mists rising in the bright 
sunshine following seasonal 
rains; spider webs illuminat-
ed in the grasses by morning 
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THOLLANDER     
Continued from page 1

Earl Thollander’s wonderful drawings of Calistoga and his beloved Knights Valley 
scenes are the focus of the new museum special exhibit opening May 8.

dew glinting in the early 
light of day, or does with 
their spring fawns grazing in 
the meadow below our house 
and gray squirrels leaping 
about bending down the tree 
branches; all inspire me to 
love life. To make pictures 
has been the joy of my life. 

I would gladly begin it all 
again.”

–Earl Thollander, 1923-2001
We are proud to welcome 

you all to share Earl’s life of 
wonder on Friday, May 8, 
5:30-7:00 p.m. at the Sharp-
steen Museum.  Wine and 
appetizers will be served. 

    It is the morning of Nov. 
8, 2018. A collector is busy 
setting up a new exhibit of 
vintage toys at the museum. 
He feels uneasy and sees 
the smoke clouds gather 
overhead. Quickly he begins 
repacking as many pieces 
as he can but needs to leave 
many.  Less than an hour 
later, the Gold Nugget Mu-
seum in Paradise, CA was 

burned to the ground.
    There is no surviv-
ing inventory of the Gold 
Nuggets collection. From 
memory the museums staff 
and volunteers are piecing 
together a list of artifacts 
of the museum, founded in 
1973.
    You can’t replace history 
but with heart and fortitude, 
you can try. For now, The 
Gold Nugget has relocated 
to the Paradise Train Depot.
    On Thursday, March 12 
from 5:30 – 7:00 you will 
have the opportunity to meet 
these formidable volunteers, 

directors and members of 
the Gold Nugget at the 
Sharpsteen Museum.  With 
video presentation, they will 
share their experiences of 
loss and the strength it takes 
to stand up strong against a 
raging fire.

     We hope you will gather 
with us for this event, give 
your support to the Gold 
Nugget as thanks that your 
museum still stands. Free 
of charge and open to the 
public.

Gold 
Nugget 
Museum, 
Paradise, 
CA was 
moved 
to Para-
dise Train 
Depot fol-
lowing the 
fire.
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Book Store:   Books, always the perfect gift
New book on The Donner Party destined to become the standard account
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Calistoga
It was April of 

1846. Eighty-seven 
men, women and 
children make up the 
wagon train about to 
depart Independence, 
MO following the 
Oregon Trail west to 
California. 

They were the 
Donner-Reed Party, 
now known simply as the 
Donner Party, a name that 
has elicited horror since the 
late 1840’s.  

Numerous books have 
been written over time at-
tempting to tell the story of 
those lost to Manifest Des-
tiny but we now have award 
winning Best Land Under 
Heaven by author Michael 

Wallis. First pub-
lished in 2017, 
Wallis, skepti-
cal of previous 
accounts, began 
researching 
historical docu-
ments including 
primary sources 
only recently 
discovered.

The Donner Party “…
this optimistic yet motley 
crew of emigrants was met 
with a chilling nightmare, in 
the following months their 
jingoistic excitement would 
be replaced by desperate 
cries for help that would fall 
silent in the deadly snow-
covered mountains of the 
Sierra Nevada.”

Critics agree the Best 
Land Under Heaven is 
destined to become the 
standard account of this 
notorious saga. Consider-
ing the number of families 
such as Graves and Cyrus 
that settled in Calistoga, 
married, and raised children 
here, this volume should be 
of special interest. 

They became part of 
our local history, many are 
buried at Pioneer Cemetery, 
descendants remain in the 
area with a few who are still 
members of the Sharpsteen, 
having been early volun-
teers involved in establish-
ing our museum as well as 
donating personal belong-
ings (on exhibit) of those 

that survived the winter of 
1846.

Hardbound copies from 
the original print are now 
available for $27.95 less 
10% discount for members.  
Other books by award win-
ning author Wallis include 
David Crockett: Lion of the 
West and Oil Man.  Due to 
his passion for the American 
West, Wallis is currently 
collaborating with Chief 
Wilma Mankiller on a book 
about her life and story of 
the Cherokee Nation.

Kathy Bazzoli
Book Store Chair

Lorne Glam
Co-Chair

Sam Brannan was 
born on March 2, 1819 

making him 201 years old
this year!

       
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 

SAM!


