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Change is not always looked 
on favorably-- especially by 
older folks. (Some of us actually 
fit that category!) It was with 
concern that the Museum's 
Christmas Bazaar group began 
to set up on December 4, 2015 
in the Tubbs Building. The 
name of the event was no longer 

the Calistoga Christmas Bazaar but the Calistoga Christmas Faire. 
Not too big a deal, but-- we wouldn't have the same large booth as 
in previous years and were not looking forward to trying to fit 
crafts and food into less than half the usual space. However, as we 
figured how best to use the allotted space we realized that we could 
make it work. By the end of the event we were congratulating each 
other on how well it did work. There was the same pleasure in 
working with other non-profits and for-profit groups to put on an 
annual holiday event anticipated by Calistogans and visitors alike. 
We were joined again by Anne and Ellis Hamilton, who sold their 
fabulous home-cured olives; and as in the past donated all proceeds 

January 6, 2016 
Calistoga Celebrates 130 years of Incorporation- and Sam was There To Tell All About It! 

“Sam” and “Ann Eliza” pose with modern day 
Sharpsteen Museum Board members, from left: 
Bev Barnes, Kathy Bazzoli, and President Alan 
Rogers. 

Museum Booth at  
Christmas Faire  

a Success 

“Sam Brannan” (aka Dean Enderlin) speaks 
to an enraptured crowd as his “wife” “Ann 
Eliza” (aka Cindy Eddy) looks on. 

Museum Booth- Continued on next page. 

L to R: Shirley Blomquist, Pat Haynes, and 
Emma Mazzolla 

Sat., Dec. 12th 
brought a standing-
room-only crowd  
as the author’s 
presentation began. 
THE BOOK: Indian 

Baskets of Central 
California 

THE PRESENTATION: 
Awesome 

ATTENDEES: Inspired 
and excited! 

Photo by D
onna D

ill 

“Meet the Author Day” at Museum 

Ralph authenticates a basket while curious participants look on. 

Ralph and Lisa Woo Shanks 



 

Message from the President 
Dear Sharpsteen Members, 

Last year I wrote the following: As I sit at my computer in late January to write my 
message for the next newsletter, my thoughts are drawn away from my dormant garden to 
the garden at the Sharpsteen Museum. It has been almost two years since we replanted 
the garden in front of the museum. It has been wonderful watching the seasons go by with 
the various plants in bloom. Well, this garden and the one in front of Brannan’s Cottage 
do not maintain themselves. No, Al Derrick, our volunteer gardener for many years has 
taken care of these gardens. Well, Al can no longer do the physical labor it takes to keep 
up these gardens. He is willing to mentor volunteers to do the physical part of 
maintaining them and the tools would be provided. If you are interested in becoming one 
of “Al’s Pals” please go to our web site: sharpsteenmuseum.org and click on the “Contact 
Us” tab at the top of the page. Al’s last act in the garden was to plant 100 tulips for a 
colorful spring. I hope you enjoy them. Al, again thank you for many attentive years of 
service to these gardens. 

A big thank you to Kathy Bazzoli for setting up our “Meet the Author Day” on 
December 12, 2015. Ralph Shanks and Lisa Woo Shanks, authors of Indian Baskets of 
Central California, gave an excellent lecture and slide presentation on Indian baskets. 
This event was well-timed to go along with our current Native Basketry of the West 
exhibit. Plan on attending our next “Meet the Author Day”.  

The SMA Board has given notice to all workers who do service for the museum that 
they must have a Business License and proof of Workman’s Comp. As a result of this 
request we no longer have a gardener, housekeeper, or people to help with the luncheons. 
We are trying to resolve this problem, and could use your help. If you have any ideas, 
please let us know by contacting us through the web site, as noted above. For now, I 
know that this will affect our luncheons, so we are going to increase the frequency of our 
Coffee Morning Chats. Our first Coffee Chat will be on Weds. February 3, and our 
second will be on March 3 (Thurs.), both at 10:00 am. At the February meeting we will 
be sharing what was discussed at the January Board retreat. What a valuable opportunity 
to learn what’s going on at the museum and give feedback. Come and join us with your 
opinions and suggestions about our museum. 

I would like to thank Sandy Herlihy for her excellent work on planning our Holiday 
Lunch at the All Seasons. We all had a festive and tasty time. Our Mayor, Chris Canning, 
joined us for lunch and gave us a good rundown about the “State of Calistoga”. Sandy is 
working on bringing back, “Trips and Tours”, to our museum group. She has tentatively 
set April 14 as our first tour date of 2016. More information will be given at the February 
Coffee Chat and through email, the web site, and Facebook.  

It is that time of the year for the Nominating Committee, chaired by Bill Hahn, to 
meet and nominate candidates to serve on the SMA board for 2016-17, and to select 
members to serve on various committees. It takes an effort from many members to run 
this wonderful museum. This year we may need to replace a number of positions so 
please, if you could serve as a chairperson, leave a note for Bill Hahn at the museum. 
Congratulations to all the museum members who attended to our 12,000 visitors we had 
this year.  Alan Rogers, President 

Welcome New Members 
Becky Erba 

Mary Ghisolfo Harris 
Rev. Donald MacInnis 

In Memoriam 
Joanne Coil 
Mary Heitz 

Lowell Herrero 

 
Sharpsteen Museum 

1311 Washington St. 
Calistoga, CA  94515 

Tel: (707) 942-5911 Fax: (707) 942-6325 
Email: sharpsteenmuseum@att.net 
Web site: www.sharpsteenmuseum.org 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
Museum House phone: (707) 942-5916 
Museum Hours: 11 am to 4 pm daily, 
except Thanksgiving and Christmas 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Alan Rogers – President 
Bill Hahn - first VP 
Shirley Blomquist - second VP 
Pat Haynes - Recording Secretary 
Kent Domogalla - Treasurer 
Kathy Bazzoli - Docent Chair 
Jackie Lang - Education Chair 
Bev Barnes - Collections Chair 
Doug Cook - Ways & Means Chair 

The Sharpsteen Museum Newsletter  
is published bi-monthly by the 

Sharpsteen Museum Association,  
a non-profit organization, and mailed 
to 500 member homes and businesses. 

Editors: Gail Sharpsteen and  
 Kathy Bazzoli  
Distribution: Shirley Blomquist 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Museum’s mission is to preserve and 
to provide for public exhibitions and study 

of the history of the community of Calistoga 
and the upper Napa Valley. 

to the museum. Thank you Hamiltons! 
The museum members outdid themselves 
by baking cakes, cookies and pies, jellies 
and jams in great profusion. The Crafts 
group made wreaths, swags and favorites 
such as the catnip mice. Our profits for 
the day ended up higher than in either of 
the two previous years. The smaller 
space worked well and cost us less in 
booth fees. Sometimes change brings 
positive results! 

Pat Haynes & Emma Mazzola,  
Bazaar Co-chairs 

First 
“Coffee 
Hour” 
of the 
New 
Year! 

 
Weds., Feb. 3, 10:00 am,  

at the Museum. 
Everyone Welcome! 

Button, Button,  
Who’s Got the Button? 

WE WILL! 
A new exhibit opening 

in May! You’ll need to see 
it to believe it. More on this 
later- stay in touch. 

Patsy Hahn,  
Special Exhibits Chair 

Museum Booth- Continued from front page. 



 

Docents: We Couldn’t Have  
Done It Without You! 

As I sit writing this, thinking back on all of 2015 and 
everything our precious Docents have accomplished, I am 
in awe knowing that our Sharpsteen certainly has “the pick 
of the litter” in every one of you. I am hoping that as 2016 
began, you were toasting yourselves with a pat on the back 
and a hearty “here’s to us!”  Which reminds me, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald said, “First you take a drink, then the drink takes 
a drink, then the drink takes you.”  If this starts to make 
you feel guilty, remember the quote from Mark Twain, 
“Sometimes too much drink is barely enough.” 

On a more serious note, and a New Year’s thought, let’s 
go with Alfred Lord Tennyson who said, “Ring out the 
false and ring in the true.” Keep it steady you all, we’ve got 
a glorious twelve new months ahead, imagine what we can 
accomplish! 

The Docent Prize program results:  both winning a 
$50.00 gift certificate to Cal Mart- Josepha Walpen (her 
third win) and Pat Larsen (her second).  Congratulations! 

Awesome November and December team: 
Bev Barnes Pat Haynes Jo Ellen Noble 
Shirley Blomquist Sandy Herlihy Biserka Potrebic 
Ray Branstetter Gisela Huesmann Ellie Robinson 
John Clark Joan Kranich Anne Scott 
Doug Cook Jackie Lang Sonya Spencer 
Judy Cornils Pat Larsen Rita Tucker 
Al Derrick Sylvia Marciano Sierra Turner 
Donna Dill Barbara Maxfield Josepha Walpen 
Bill Hahn Emma Mazzola Wendy Watson 
Patsy Hahn Kathy McCloskey Ingrid Zehntner 
Linda Hanson Sue Morton  

Gold Star Awards to those docents working the most 
shifts this period: 15 shifts- Judy Cornils; 14 shifts- 
Josepha Walpen; 5 shifts- Bill & Patsy Hahn, Pat Larsen, 
Sylvia Marciano, and Ellie Robinson.  

Salute! Kathy Bazzoli, Docent Chair 

After 20 years of working for Disney Studios in Burbank, Gisela and 
her husband Franz retired to Calistoga in 1999. A neighbor and active 
museum member Iris Rudnick befriended Gisela thus beginning her 
involvement with the Sharpsteen in 2000. Aside from being a docent, 
Gisela was Docent Chair from 2006-09; from 2010-11 was Board 
Secretary, and at the same time was Hospitality Chair for 3 years. Gisela 
has held constant in her volunteer efforts, continually involved in all 
fundraisers and museum events to this day. Gisela tells us “I enjoy All of 
it; I have met so many wonderful people and am always amazed about our 
visitors from all over the world and how they praise our beautiful, small 
museum. I have made many friends over the years because I joined the 
museum.” 

Sonya Spencer began her illustrious career at the Sharpsteen in 1995 
and has been the Gift Store buyer since that time (with a few short breaks 
here & there). She has served on the Board of Directors and a variety of 

2015 brought a sizable increase in book sales over 
2014. This may be due in part to two successful “Meet 
the Author” days we had during last year. In the Spring, 
we hosted authors Lauren Coodley and Stephanie Farrell 
Grohs highlighting their new book “Frankie’s Journey, 
the Silk Road to Napa”. The second was held in the 
early winter as we met author Ralph Shanks and editor 
Lisa Woo Shanks as they introduced a large crowd to 
one of their new releases “Indian Baskets of Central 
California”.   

Overall, the most popular adult titles being 
purchased during 2015 were:  “Silverado Squatters” by 
Robert Louis Stevenson; “Looking for the Past” by 
author Kent Domogalla; “Hugh Glass” by author Bruce 
Bradley; “Sam Brannan - Builder of San Francisco”; 
“About Ben” (Sharpsteen); “Soiled Doves - Prostitution 
in the Old West”; the “Brannan Saga”, “Calistoga 
Springs 1871” (available only at the Sharpsteen); 
“Images of America - Calistoga”; and “Indian Baskets 
of Central California” by Ralph Shanks. 

The most popular children’s books were: “Calistoga 
Days” coloring book; “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis 
Stevenson; “My Fathers Dragon” by author Ruth Stiles 
Gannett; “A Childs Garden of Verses” by RLS; 
“Children of the Earth Remember”; and “Take Me 
Home Country Roads” (with John Denver CD). 

Hundreds of titles have passed through our store; 
these lists are only the Top sellers in each category. The 
time to renew and refresh our shelves is upon us; let us 
know your thoughts! Kathy Bazzoli, Bookstore Chair 

L to R: Gisela Huesmann and Sonya Spencer 

Meet Our Docents 
In each newsletter we will highlight one or 

more members that have donated their 
precious time to the museum. 

Continued on next page. 
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CALENDAR 
2016 

FEBRUARY 
Wed., Feb. 3, 10 AM. Coffee 
Hour, Museum. All welcome, 
member or not. 
Wed., Feb. 10, 10 AM. SMA 
Board Meeting, Museum 
House. All members welcome. 

MARCH 
Thur., Mar. 3, 10 AM. Coffee 
Hour, Museum. All welcome. 
Wed., Mar. 9, 10 AM. SMA 
Board Meeting, Museum 
House. 

APRIL 
Wed., Apr. 13, 10 AM. SMA 
Board Meeting, Museum 
House. 

MAY 
Date TBD, New Exhibit 
Preview Party. 

committees over the years. Sonya continues to docent and co-chairs our Oral 
History program. What else does she do? According to Sonya “during my time 
with the museum I have done most everything including pulling weeds in the 
garden, sweeping the cottage porch, washing dishes after luncheons, setting up 
luncheons, and cleaning closets”. She also reminds us “the museum is a special 
place and I enjoy all the people associated with its care and am proud of the fact 
that we are an all-volunteer organization open 363 days a year”. Asked why the 
museum is important to her?  “… because it depicts the Calistoga of old, It is 
important to honor all those people who made Calistoga what it is”. 

We could not be prouder that these two incredible women have chosen to give 
so much of themselves to the Sharpsteen. They are perfect examples of non-stop 
energy and dedication. 

A new year always brings 
new & exciting gifts into our 
store. Gift buyer, Sonya 
Spencer, recently returned 
from a buying show in San 
Francisco. Be on the lookout 
for all the new favorites as 
they trickle in. We offer a 
great and ever changing 
selection of gift items for 

both kids and adults at prices well below retail prices found elsewhere. 
We're waiting for you! 

Sonya Spencer, Buyer and Gift Shoppe Chair, and Jospeha Walpen, Co-Chair 

Meet the Docents- Continued from last page. 

Gift Shoppe 


