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Continued on next page  

The Sharpsteen Booth at the Calistoga Christmas Faire 
held on December 3rd was a success despite our not being 
able to sell baked items, jams and jellies, along with our 
usual craft items. The County of Napa regulations allow 
only food items baked in a Commercial Kitchen to be sold 

to the public. Certain items baked in 
“Cottage Kitchens” (special permit 
required) may also be sold. Although 
no baked goodies were to be seen we 
did have appreciative buyers of our 
fresh bay and evergreen wreaths and 
our many craft items. 

Museum supporters Anne and 
Ellis Hamilton were disappointed not 

to be able to sell their extraordinary olives in our booth but, 
being resourceful, sold them from their old red pick up 
truck north of Calistoga and then donated the proceeds to 
the museum. Thank you, Hamiltons! 

What will we have for sale next year? We will look into 
our options and see if it makes sense to try the Commercial 
Kitchen idea. If not too unwieldy or expensive, baked 
goods may be back on the table. (Note: Under the 
Commercial Kitchen rules olives, jams and jellies are not 
allowed.) Pat Haynes, Bazaar Crafts Chair 

We know you are 
all enjoying our current 
special exhibit, Jim 
Flamson’s collection of 
typewriters- “Still 
QWERTY After all 
these Years”. Get ready 
because coming the first 
part of May Exhibit 
Chair Patsy Hahn is 
bringing in another 
private collection. 

Longtime local 
Susan Wolleson-Freund 
has been collecting 
Cookie Jars for more 
than 30 years. Her first 
purchase, and the one 
that got her hooked, was 
a pair- little Dutch Boy 
& little Dutch Girl. 

Since then her collection has grown to somewhere 
between 250-300 cookie jars.   

This will be a must-see exhibit; cookie jars such as 
Elvis in a pink Cadillac, Tweetie Bird, Aunt Jemima, 
Coca-Cola, Lucille Ball, and the list seems endless. 

More information on this fantastic collection will be 
included in our April 1st newsletter so stay in touch! 

Dear Sharpsteen Members, 
Happy New Year, museum members! I hope you are surviving this very wet but appreciated 

winter weather. I don’t have much to say about my garden right now because it is dormant and 
muddy. My mind is like my garden, so I will not have much to say in this newsletter. However, I 
would like to direct your attention to this year’s museum events.   

Have you made some New Year’s resolutions about the Museum? If not here are some 
possibilities: attend a museum coffee talk; sign up to be a docent; help with the Instant Wine 
Cellar; become a member of the Museum or Foundation boards; come to a book signing; make a 
donation; or just pay your membership fee without a reminder letter (due June 1st each year). 

It is that time of the year for the Nominating Committee, chaired by Kathy Bazzoli, to meet 
and nominate candidates to serve on the SMA board for 2017-2018. Also, this committee will select members to serve 
on various committees. It takes effort from many of us to run this wonderful museum. This year we may need 
replacements for board and committee chairs, so please, if you would like to become more involved, leave a note in 

Coming in May 

“Cookie Jars 
Are 

Everywhere” 

Message from President Alan Rogers 

Crafts Sales a Success at the  
Calistoga Christmas Faire 



 
Sharpsteen Museum 

1311 Washington St. 
Calistoga, CA  94515 

Tel: (707) 942-5911 Fax: (707) 942-6325 
Email: sharpsteenmuseum@att.net 
Web site: www.sharpsteenmuseum.org 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
Museum House phone: (707) 942-5916 
Museum Hours: 11 am to 4 pm daily, 
except Thanksgiving and Christmas 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Alan Rogers – President 
Kathy Bazzoli - first VP 
Shirley Blomquist - second VP 
Pat Haynes - Recording Secretary 
Rick McCloskey - Treasurer 
Marilyn Glaim- Docent Chair 
Jackie Lang - Education Chair 
Bev Barnes - Collections Chair 
Pat Larsen - Ways & Means Chair 
The Sharpsteen Museum Newsletter  
is published bi-monthly by the 
Sharpsteen Museum Association,  
a non-profit organization, and mailed 
to 500 member homes and businesses. 

Editors: Gail Sharpsteen and  
 Kathy Bazzoli  
Distribution: Shirley Blomquist 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Museum’s mission is to preserve and 
to provide for public exhibitions and study 

of the history of the community of Calistoga 
and the upper Napa Valley. 

Welcome New Members 
Anna Grajeda 

Sara Haynes and  
Michael Scippa 
Shelley Martin 

Alice Middleton and 
Eric Stevens 

Message- Continued from front page  

Sue Morton has some interesting speakers 
and activities lined up in the months ahead, 
so please check the Museum Facebook Page 
for the latest information. And if you 
haven’t attended before, you are in for 
something special (topics as well as Sue’s 
delicious treats!). 

Kathy’s mailbox or email us. Thank you to all the museum members who played 
host to the thousands of visitors that came to enjoy the museum. 

In the middle of February the Sharpsteen Museum board will be having their 
annual retreat to set goals and projects to be accomplished for the museum during 
this year. If you have any suggestions or ideas for the improvement of the 
museum please email me at sharpsteenmuseum@att.net before February 10th so I 
can include them on our agenda. 

During this year’s winter storms it has really been dark and gloomy, but I 
know of one place you can go to brighten up your day. Yes, come to the museum 
and experience the new brightness there. In December, with the guidance of Bev 
Barnes, the electrical skill of Jim Herndon and some financial support from the 
City of Calistoga, we installed new track lights. This lighting project has really 
made the exhibits more enjoyable to view. 

As spring approaches and the daffodils start coming up, I will be getting my 
vegetables boxes ready for the next 
spring/summer garden. I will also enjoy the 
tulips in Al’s Garden outside of Brannan’s 
Cottage. 

What is your museum resolution for 
this year? 

I, _________________________, a 
proud member of our Sharpsteen Museum, 
resolve to choose a way I can contribute.  

Alan Rogers, SMA President 

Please Open Up Your Hearts 
With ever-needed upgrades and repairs at the museum, funding is always 

an issue. Because we are a non-profit, all-volunteer 
organization we must rely on the generosity and 
support from our members and supporters. A 
donation of any amount is always welcome. 
Donations can also be made in memory or honor of 
a loved one or to mark a special occasion. Larger 
donations can be earmarked to a specific use. 
Please consider including the Sharpsteen Museum 
in your estate planning. All donations are tax 
deductible as allowed by law. 

We sincerely thank you in advance. 

Coffee Hours 

“Volunteers are the only 
human beings on the face 

of the earth who reflect 
this nation’s compassion, 
unselfish caring, patience, 

and just plain loving  
one another.” � 
❧Erma Bombeck 



Scenes from the Annual Christmas Luncheon at Calistoga Inn 

Over thirty diners joined us at 
the Calistoga Inn for our annual 
Christmas celebration on December 
7. Open to members and the public 
alike; if you missed this party, don’t 
miss the next one! Each person 
received a Christmas ”present” to 
take home. 

Photos by Sue Mauro 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Our Docents 
In each newsletter we will highlight one or more members that have 

donated their precious time to the museum. 

You need to meet the 
infamous and ever-popular Judy 
Cornils. Putting together the 
background information on 
Judy, I was reminded of how 
little we actually know of one 
another aside from being a 
docent. There are approximately 
37 of us and we see one another 
when shifts collide, but what 
makes each docent who they 
are? 

Judy’s past-to-present personal history includes: grew up in 
Loma Linda; attended 12 different schools the longest being in 
Sacramento for 8 years; received a BA in psychology from UC 
Berkeley and a teaching credential from Cal State Hayward; 
PTA President; Kindergarten teacher; Girl Scout Leader; Youth 
Group leader; Sorority President; Federated Women’s Club 
President; substitute teacher in Napa Valley schools (all grades); 
Molly’s Angels, Rianda House, and Visitors Center volunteer; 
President of her park’s Homeowners Assoc.; member of our 
Board of Directors in 2009-10; Brown Bag food deliverer; 
member of the Hat Chat group in Calistoga; plays guitar and 
sings; and of course Docent extraordinaire (10 years and 
counting) for the Sharpsteen Museum- to list only a few. 

A favorite story I have of Judy; one Saturday I came in to 
work the PM shift at 1:30.  About 2:00, a lively, good-looking 
gentleman came bouncing in the door. I said, “welcome to the 
Sharpsteen”.  He took one look at me and said “I was in earlier 
today, where’s the lady with the hat?” I explained she had left 
for the day, that I was the docent now on duty, and asked how I 
could help him. He simply looked at me for a moment with a sad 
look on his face, dropped his head, turned around and left. It was 
almost sad. 

Judy told us one day a man named Ben Sharpsteen came into 
the museum (he was from another line of the family), but she 
proudly has his picture on her dresser. Another time she met a 
great-granddaughter of a member of the Donner Party who came 
into the museum in a wheelchair and shared stories. 

In Judy’s words: “I can’t survive without working at the 
museum once a week. I just love the interaction with people, 
shopping in our store, reading books and using the wifi for free.  
The docents are my best friends and I enjoy seeing them every 
week.” 

Judy is so much fun, she is always lively and friendly and 
ready to help out any way she can. You will know her when you 
see her; she’s that really pretty, smiling lady behind the counter 
wearing the hat. If you haven’t met her yet, you need to! 

Thank you Judy, for being an integral member of our Docent 
team.  Kathy Bazzoli 

New at the Museum 
!" 

LIGHTS!  
The Sharpsteen Museum has a brand new lighting 
system, which greatly enhances viewing of our 
wonderful exhibits. Photos cannot illustrate the 
difference it has made, so you’ll just have to come 
in and see for yourself. You may see things you 
have never seen before. 

ANTIQUE WINE BOTTLE 
Thanks to a generous couple 
from Vacaville, we have 
received a beautiful wine 
bottle (empty) that came 
from Chateau Hillcrest, 
Calistoga, California. Below 
the winery label is a 
medallion from Paris, dated 
1900. This piece is in the 
dining area of the museum 
cottage. 

Bev Barnes,  
Collections Chair 

Introducing  
Sam the Cat 
This little, fuzzy gray kitty has 
adopted the museum. We believe 
he actually lives with a family 
down the street, but he is always 

seen roaming the grounds around the museum 
and walking through the garden but most often 
seen sunning himself on the porch of our 
Brannan Cottage. 
We have made “Sam the Cat” our official 
mascot.  Look for him the next time you visit 
and say “Hello Sam”. 



Humans need to be appreciated and loved, and as 
Sharpsteen docents we love the many ways people show 
their appreciation for us. Two local businessmen, Ron 
Goldin and Mark Young of Checkers Restaurant and 
Brannan’s Grill, surprised us just before Christmas with 
$20 gift certificates for each docent. What a great way to 
show that local businesses and volunteer organizations 
support each other! 

Most visitors stop by the front desk on their way out 
the door to say how much they enjoyed the museum and 
the help from the docents. Many show their appreciation 
in a tangible way by leaving a generous gift in our 
donation box. Others show it in creative ways. One young 
man was entranced by the story of Robert Louis 
Stevenson and his wife honeymooning at an old mine in 
the hills above Calistoga, and decided to pursue the story 
further. He found the trail to the mine and sent us a 
photograph featuring a quote from Stevenson: “Doomed 
to know not winter only spring, a being trod the flowery 
April blithely for a while, took his fill of music, joy of 
thought and seeing, came and stayed and went nor ever 
ceased to smile.” Another guest, an author visiting town 
for the first time, was so excited to discuss Calistoga 
history with one of our docents that she ran out to her car 
to get a copy of a book she had published: Sky Train: 
Tibetan Women on the Edge of History, by Canyon Sam. 
She signed it and presented it to us with the request that 
we pass it on to a library or bookstore after we finished 
reading it. 

And then there are the people who like to shop in our 
beautiful little gift shop. Sonya Spencer, another one of 
our docents, carefully shops for gift items for both 
children and adults. Docent Josepha Walpen, helps her 
keep the gifts displayed effectively so that guests want to 
stop and look. These docents are careful to price the gifts 
reasonably, and we frequently have locals stop by just to 
shop. Kathy Bazzoli, first vice-president of the museum 
association and still a faithful docent keeps up with her 
bookstore duties. She spends many hours searching lists 
for interesting local and regional histories. We’ve seen 
guests linger an extra half hour, looking carefully at all 
the titles, and finally selecting their favorites to buy. 

Docents, thank you from the people of Calistoga, from 
the guests who visit us from far away, and from the 
Docent Chair. We really can’t do it without the way you 
care for guests, the many other jobs you take on, and your 
faithfulness year after year. 

In the Docent Prize Drawings for November and 
December, Gisela Huesmann and Sylvia Marciano each 
won a $50 gift certificate to Cal Mart. (Syliva must have 
a special luck angel watching over her docent tickets. 

Docents: We Couldn’t Have 
Done It Without You! 

Notes from the Book Chair 
This being our first newsletter of 

2017, it is time to recap the most popular 
titles of last year. 

In the adult section, and similar to 
last year, most popular selling titles 
were: “Images of America - Calistoga”, 
“Looking for the Past in Calistoga” by 

Kent Domogalla, “Hugh Glass” by author Bruce Bradley, 
“Silverado Squatters”, by Robert Louis Stevenson, 
“Bedside Book of Badgirls”, “Brannan Saga” by Kay 
Archuleta,  “Working with Walt” by Don Peri, the 
“Horrible Parade” a DVD produced by Paul Ingalls and 
Nick Trigila, “Sam Brannan - Builder of San Francisco”, 
“About Ben”, and our reprint of “the Handbook of 
Calistoga Springs -1871”. 

Our children’s section most popular titles:  “ A Childs 
Garden of Verses” by Robert Louis Stevenson, “Stories 
of Young Pioneers - In their Own Words”, “My Fathers 
Dragon” by Ruth Stiles Gannett, “Calistoga Days” 
coloring & story book,  “Take Me Home Country Roads” 
based on the John Denver song, “Famous Native No. 
Americans” and “Famous Trailblazers”. 

During the course of a year we are constantly adding 
new titles to our shelves. Our goal is to teach and create 
awareness of our local history, to make learning our 
history a fun experience. Please feel free to suggest new 
titles; books that you feel are important and would do 
well in our bookstore. 

Contact us anytime. Welcome to 2017!!! 
Kathy Bazzoli, Bookstore Chair 

Josepha Walpen, Co-Chair 

This is the second win in a row! Would a trip to Las 
Vegas prove even luckier?) 

Best of the Best Docent team for November & 
December: 
Bev Barnes Marilyn Johnson Maria Reyes 
Kathy Bazzoli Jackie Lang Ellie Robinson 
Shirley Blomquist Pat Larsen Anne Scott 
Ray Branstetter Sylvia Marciano Sonya Spencer 
John Clark Shelley Martin Rita Tucker 
Judy Cornils Barbara Maxfield Josepha Walpen 
Donna Dill Emma Mazzola Wendy Watson 
Lorne Glaim Paula Newton DeAnn Wylie 
Marilyn Glaim Jo Ellen Noble Helena Yost 
Pat Haynes Biserka Potrebic Ingrid Zehtner 
Gisela Huesmann   

Gold Star Awards to those docents working the most 
shifts this period:  12 shifts- Lorne Glaim; 10 shifts- Judy 
Cornils; 9 shifts- Anne Scott; 6 shifts- Ellie Robinson and 
Josepha Walpen; 5 shifts- Jackie Lang, Pat Larsen, Sylvia 
Marciano, and Wendy Watson. 

Marilyn Glaim, Docent Chair 



 

CALENDAR 
FEBRUARY 

Wed., Feb. 8, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

MARCH 
Wed., Mar. 8, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

APRIL 
Wed., Apr. 12, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

MAY 
Date TBD 5:30-7 PM. 
Special Exhibit (Cookie 
Jars) Preview Party.  
Wed., May 10, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

JUNE 
Wed., June 14, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 

JULY 
Wed., July 12, 10 AM. 
SMA Board Meeting. 
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!GIFT SHOPPE"  
Members’  Treasures 

As part of our Gift Shoppe there stands a special display case 
called “Members’ Treasures”.  Within this case are pieces 
donated to the museum for sale in our store. We greatly 
appreciate the donations we have received over the years but can 
always use more.   

The next time you are cleaning out your closet, hutch, cabinet 
or cupboard and find those teacups and saucers, small vases, 
figurines, linens, all those personal treasures that deserve a good 
home, please consider donating it to the museum. 

Don’t know what to do with that old, crystal Santa ornament, 
how about that handcrafted porcelain Easter Bunny? We 
understand these treasures are special to you and we will do our 
best to find a new, proper and appreciative owner. 

Not everything will fit our display case, and storage is 
limited, so please contact Sonya Spencer at the museum prior to 
donation. We thank you. 

Sonya Spencer, Buyer & Gift Shoppe Chair 
Josepha Walpen, Co-Chair 


